Hazel E. Hill Turk

Fraom MNISH

| erve A eamment on this topic | Shire yoor memories on this tapic Ml edia
Ol r Numrimations

My medher, Hue! B Hill Turk, s the Lsl woommm i (b Mol Velenos
of Foreign Wars, She (5 o disabled WW I Flight Morse, Flight Marses in the
Scuth="acific were ampoag the firsk Amenican women to serae 0 combat
domes, She was denwsd memmbership in the VW stimply becarse she was a
weormnn Y FW denied women membesship for 30vrsantll August 197E after o
barrgs ol cribicis and prestone brom saamen vefesins and the L%
euvernmenl. Aller Hasel won ber butle Lo jom (e YEW, she reoeived §
elepione coll from then ¥iee President Woler Mondale, congratelating her.

Addendums:Hazel's hometown s Croshy Ironten M™.8he & the daughter of
Finmizh imimigranis who sworsed i the irom-oee mines ol aorthesn MM, She s
a fellow Croslbyp=lronion classmale of Judgs Rliles Loed, Ao, when she was a
voung girl she mer Charles Lindbergh.whao was Mying mail planes for his
iemelz, the Mestmsster in the Crosby postoffioe. Finallyin the late 1510 thers
s polivical talle alwut closng or decreasang the siee of the MM A
Hospital...Here! spoke a the podium, a4 public meeting at the ¥ A Hoszhal
At the reed for espanded serviees for velemms: This hearmelt speceh helped
Lo promoie the il ding of e new Eegionnl Valerans Hospate! in Mpls.
~Debra Dirk Mufkon, Charbazsen, AN
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Saps Phoves by Jim MeTaggan

Hazel ‘Buteh’ Hill Turk with Japanese flag and other World War [l memorabilia
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ADDENDUM TO REGISTEATION AS CHARTER MEMBER
Women In MilBany Service For Amenca Marnorial Foundataon

HAZCL T fHRLY TURK {AKA LT BUTCH HILL)
N-TEAB4E (Service Mumber) tSocial Sacurity Number)

Cwern indo military service as 2 Sacond Lisutenant by Muricipal Judge Frank Lindbergh {unche
to Chatles i mdiroh, Emous yer) in my bometown of Crosby, Minnesota. Sent to Bowman
Figld, Kartucky, 1o be trained a= an air evacualion (faghtt rurse. Serit a5 a single replacemen,
to the Soutmwesi Pacific Thealer on secret omders via Presidic, CA where | boarded &
Marchant Marne Caron Ship. Approaximalely three weets later, | was unceremoricusly
disembarkad =ions. by the ship’s Capesin, at Hollandia, New Cuinea. At a rugged landing pier,
twn G-15, & My request, ook me In a jesp o find an Air Evacuation Squadron . They did not
know of ary such unt, bul, with some ditficutty, | found the 820 th Air Evacuation Squadran,
incated in the jungle. The Commanding Officer, Plight Surgecn Captain Smith, & very decard
ctficer, "ardopted” me on lemporary duty inte the B20th. The T.0. of the B20th was filed, but
anather Sigid nurse, Lt Martha Dlack, bafriended me. and allwed me to share har pup ten in
the Hoflandia jungle mud unal 2 decision was made as to wheee | was o be assigned, Alter
severa) weeks and same air evas Bahts, | was Bown Lo Biak, Duich East Indies whera 1 joined
tha racenty amved [from Espivite Santos) 801 st Medical Alr Evacuation Squadron whose T
wak shorl are fight nurse. Qur living quarners at Brak, on the equstor, was & quonss! SU-yYpe
improvised living made of cormugated tn roof and burlap sides. We named it "Burlap
Flale®. Wa wouid By in DO 3s (0475} which would bring miateried, mail , and other necessties
10 combet arezs and we would il up the planes with wounded and sick pafients to a Stafion
Haspitat for definifive care. Owr planes wese really ke "tin cans” | made of aluminum, not
regsuUnzad, ket the piioks, crew chiels, and our petents theught thay were comparabla to a
ragical fiying carpet. Tha G-ls had been in such norriic siuations, they fruly fhought we were
“amgels ol mercy” sentto deliver tham ko a saler place and give them refiel from their physical
aain. We camied twenly-lowr ier patients on a fight. Sometimes we had room for & very =
ambulatory patents. Cur fights were physically exhausting, but so rewarding because the
colers appreciaied the medical care we administered. None of cur fights were without
havard. Uinciarted flights over long distances of the ocean and over unknown mourfiains, with
patients who wara very sercushy injured and sick, made every minuts a chaflenge of courage
for all aboard, Not enough medals or citations can be pivan io those pilets and man who were
in cha ot Tymg our air evac panes. Such gentiemen @nd  herpes
Plack at Biak and dogd-tired aftar an exhausting fight, | foppad on my cat in my fight sut, 100
hot gnd Yred o do anyihing in the rgh? but io 5all asleep. | theuaht | was dreaming becatse | fielt
something sihenng scrass my teet. | took my fiashighi io see what | was feeing, Here waz 2
deadly caral snake slidng over ma! | st lay here, hardly preathing. until it crawled into the
dark raght. Buriap Mate was up a litle slope from e ocean and part of the Great Darer Reef,
which, 2& you know, is all coral & iz no wonder | had 2 few encourters with ooral snakes. i
spite of thé heat and the enakes, Biak is rmy mosk favorie spot - Paradise in the Pagific! Even
af my ane of T8 years, and sarvice-disabled, | love to dream about seeing that place g,

Fromn Sisk, on fo Leyte m the Phdippines, where we though! we would see something o
chvilization. Same jungie siulf, inchuding earthquakes, typhoons. caconuts falling, monkeys,
afchids growing in e wikd, and |zck of pure drinking water YW bved in tenls pitched on a
wooden platorm. four nurses 10 & lent, bordering a rippling, Tempfing stream with a rope bridge
qoing over i, Fresh water 2 last? The stream was iniected with the tropical parasite caucng
the le-threatering schistosomyosis. Just by dangling your jeet into thal iresh water, the
parasite can enter a human's body, ridding the fiver with holes, sometimes not comlataly
rraniestng tself in the body untl wwerty years later. Fresh waler had 1o be hauled Dy waler-
tank traflers Proen Duiag about £0 midss away, Our fifty-gafion water-drum showsrs were filed



whih haif sait water from the ooean and maybe we were allowed ¥ o Y fresh water sdded 1o
ihe salt water for hair washing and showerdng up. Whare was the sudsy washes? None. Soap
and saft do not mie, not @ven in & shower seltng. The occean was fine swimming, about a biock
ar hwir sway, Dut jeliyfishes (man-ol-war) baraccuda, and, | suppose other exotic walerife such
as sharks. maybe? We st# swam in ihe ccean if we had the time and energy aiter our fights.
There were mwarty-five flight nurses in a squadron. To my knowledge, five from our B0ist did
rat come back - ganes shal down over the ocean by the Japs lour planes could not have the
internationat Fed Cross paimed on them because they were used to ity war materel to the
combat zones-reburning with casuafies was orly & secondary mission), or last m fisgri. or.
warse yat erasned into a rain-goaked mountzinside with a planeload of patients. Remember my
friand fram Hollandia days? Martha Black jrom the 820th Air Evac Squadron was a fligh! rurse
on a fight returning 1o Duiag, Philippines air stip. The pilot was attemnpting to find the airstrip af
Didag, but crashed info & mountain, kiling af abeard, of course, The weather was temble -
torrerm ramn. | il grieve for her and other nurees as well as fight crews on air evac missions
just doing their hurraritarnian jobs of mency for wounded soidiers,
During my Lavie experience, | became #i with Mataria. It was & terrble expariance to be found
semi-conecious in & fever-chiis state. After a tew days of freatrment. | was back to work. |
dor't befeve there is a province in e Philippines that | did not fly to - Leyte to Mindanoa,
Pakavean, Cebue, 2 the iis? poes oo and an,
Oh, yes, | went fo Palau in the Peleliu Group. We has laken the island, but Japs were hichng i
the hile. Ancther flight nurse Defanbaugh from ancther fight. were on an R.ON. at Paiay,
sharing & shralt tene with & fioor made of some planks of wood, fising aboul six inches frem the
ground. | was almost asleep when Deffie pushed Fghtly on my shouider, saying, "Bulch, the
fioor ie moving.” | had my gun in my shoulder hoster and | volunteared to go Jook, Plashlight in
hand, | saw a Jap soidier under cur ovemight lent! | heid my 32 Colt on him, He was afraid,
and | wavad him on - to get out and away. As far as | know, he & £tll running into the suneet!
My Flight Nurse day s took me up 1o Morctal, and finally to Naha, DKinawa [the night the Jape
swrrendered). And on 1o Magasaks, Japan (where | picked up soma Amaricen prisaners of war
nearby), and on to Tokyo for more of our war prisoners. All of this was an expanence ol a
Metima. Even though with permanent disabfiies, | am glad, i fact honored, fo have had this
opportunity Yo serve with and for e best of the beel.
August 14, 1897 Signed,

HAZEL E, HILL TURK, A.N. (Ret.) Frrst LT. Wl

Pors. Hazel I, Turk
Te44 Fitth Aveous, 5
Richfiald. MR 35423
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